Bullitt East High School

11450 HWY 44 East

Mt. Washington, KY 40047
Phone (502) 869-6400
Mission Statement

The mission of Bullitt East High School is to provide a strong academic and social foundation, within a safe and nurturing environment, whereby all students can achieve their maximum potential and become responsible productive members of society.

Course Title:  Survey of Social Studies/Geography
School Year: 2015-16
Instructor: Mr. Hunt
Instructor school email: 
                                          John.hunt@bullitt.kyschools.us
Instructor:  My name is Mr. Hunt.  This is my 7th year at BEHS.  I grew up in Bullitt County, and I attended NBHS from 1990-1993.  I have both a Bachelors Degree and a Masters Degree.  I have a B.A. from Morehead State University and a M.A. from Western Kentucky University.   
Goals:

My goals this year are to create a team of historians and to develop in each and every one of my students a genuine love for history.  In order to accomplish these goals, I have some very basic, but crucial expectations of all my students. I want to push you the student to levels that you have not reached before.  This will take a huge effort in you, your parents, and myself. 
Expectations:
1. Come to school – your presence and contributions are vital to our learning.

2. Come prepared – your learning and that of your classmates is dependent upon your everyday preparedness.

3. Come with a positive attitude – your willingness to learn and to cooperate with others will make our learning environment joyful and productive.

4. Always be respectful of yourself, your classmates and your teachers – we are all different and unique individuals; and collectively we have the potential to be great

Rules:

All rules and disciplinary procedures as stated in the student and teacher handbooks will be strictly followed in this class.

Philosophy:  
My wholehearted belief is that my role as teacher is to facilitate the learning process in my students.  My students must become active learners and assume the responsibility for their academic growth.  Your child has a disability in some area.  I will provide every opportunity for your child to be successful.  This disability is NOT a crutch. Accommodations will be made for the student but no excuses will be made.  We will overcome areas that are weak and strive to be the best team possible.   
Course Description:
This Survey of Social Studies course consists of examining and analyzing the study of government and civics and to understand the nature of government and the unique characteristic of American democracy including its fundamental principles, structure, and role of citizens.
Instructional Practices:  

Sources of Power/rights in a Democracy

Responses to problems in a Democracy

Branches of Government

Roles of Citizens

Interest and resolving Conflicts

Scarcity of Resources

Supply and Demand
Global economy

Human-Environment Interaction

Global Interconnections
In order to assist students in their cognitive development, we will participate in a wide variety of learning opportunities.  These opportunities will consist of (but not limited to) the following:


Individual reading accompanied by comprehension strategies


Paired reading accompanied by comprehension strategies


Small group reading accompanied by comprehension strategies


Individual projects


Small group projects


Individual research projects


Small group research projects


Daily journal writing


Transactive portfolio writing (at least once a grading period)

Various forms of academic dialogue (individual, small group, large group)


Simulations (some via the Internet)


Role Playing

Classroom materials/supplies needed:

Students will not be issued an individual copy of the textbook assigned to the course.  We only have a single classroom set of books.  This should really pose no significant problem, however, since a majority of our instructional time and learning experiences will involve the use of many other sources (i.e. magazines, trade books, newspapers, primary source documents, Internet sites, etc.).

What I do require in the area of materials and supplies is that every student comes to class every day with writing utensils, their social studies notebook, and any pre-assigned materials.  Students will also be required to maintain a binder throughout the entire year that will keep a running record of their assignments. 

The most important material/supply, however, is a willingness to work hard and an open-mindedness to think like an historian.

Grading Policy:

Grading policy is as follows:

90 – 100 = A   80 – 89 = B   70 –79= C   60 – 69 = D 60 or below = F

Grades will be determined using the following system:


Participation points – 10 points daily – Students will either be given a 10, 5 or 0 points based on their participation for the day.  Students who are absent will be awarded 5 points once any work assigned for that particular day is completed. Participation points make up 10% of a student’s overall semester grade.


Daily work – Daily work will consist of individual, partner, or small group work that requires a product of some sort be turned in for grading.  Daily work will make up 30% of a student’s overall semester grade.


Notebook entries – Students will be required to maintain a writer’s notebook.  This notebook will not be for note taking, but rather will be used for students to reflect on a lesson and to develop thoughts, ideas, and questions around historical concepts that they can use for writing portfolio pieces.  This notebook will make up 10% of a student’s overall semester grade.


Tests, Projects and any other form of Summative Assessment will make up 50% of a student’s overall semester grade.

Make-up work and homework:
When a student is absent, he or she will be given the amount of days that they are absent plus one day to complete and turn in any work that they missed.  This policy applies to both excused and non-excused absences.  However, it is the responsibility of the student to ask for their work and not my responsibility to chase after them to make sure they get their make-up work.

Plagiarism and copying:

Students are expected to do their own work.  When it is determined that a student did not do his or her own work no credit will be given for the assignment.  This includes tests.  Repeated offenses will be referred to an administrator for consultation.

Accommodations:

Accommodations will be made based on student IEP’s, 504 plans, or by administrative directive.

Questions/Concerns:
If there is ever an issue (academic or disciplinary) that arises with a student the very first point of contact must be with me, the teacher.  If, for some reason, the issue cannot be resolved at this level, then the department chair will be consulted.  In the event that an issue persists then vice-principals, principals, board of education can be consulted in that order.

We - parents, students and teacher are a team working cooperatively on behalf of the best interest of the student.  I feel confident that we will have a positive and productive year.  

**Please be advised that I have the right to make changes to the syllabus should the need arise.

Please detach and sign below.

I have read, understood and agree to abide by the guidelines and expectations as they are stated in the syllabus for Mr. Hunt Survey of Social Studies course for the 2015-16 school year.

Student signature/date ___________________________________________________

Parent signature/date ____________________________________________________

